r 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER 











‘* Behoid I bring you good tidings of g 


great joy.”” 





No. 49. NEW-HAVEN, 


Vou. fF. 


MAY 3, 1817. 











FUREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
LONDON. 
Sixteenth Report. 


Concluded froim p. T50. 
Translations. 

Translations of the Scripture, of 
the Liturgy, and of religious and in- 
structive ‘Tracts, form a portion of 
the Society’s plans, to which it may 
look with much hope and expectation. 

The Report informs us, that a font 
of Persian types is preparing, at the 
charge of the Society, ou a new pria- 
ciple; whereby printed books in that 
language will exactly resemble Per- 
sian MSS. which they have never 
hitherto done, and which will render 
them peculiarly acceptable to the 
Natives of that country. 

Scriptures. 

It is the determination of the Com- 
mittee to spare no labour, nor reason- 
able cost, to perfect the efforts of the 
late Mr. Martyn; and to add the Old 
Testament to his Translations of the 
New ‘Testament into Persian and 
Hindoostanee: nor will they fail to 
use every effort to procure an accep- 
table Translation of the Old 'Testa- 
ment into Arabic, to accompany the 
New Testament already finished at 
Calcutta. 

The Committee possess, by the fa- 
your of Divine Providence, the means 
of accomplishing these objects: and 
they hope to see, in due course of time, 
by the eftorts of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society and its Missionary 
coadjutors, the whole Mahomedai 
world in possession of the Sacred 
Word. 

Mx. Corrie having brought with him 
from India some copies of Martyn’s 
Hindoostanee New Testament, of 


which 3000 had been there printed, 
reconmmended that an edition should 
be prepared in this country. ‘The 
Committee proposed this measure to 
the British and Foreigh Bible Society 
and suggested the stereotyping of the 
work; ojfering, with this view, the use 
of the new Persian font which they 
are preparing. ‘The proposal was 
readily adopted. When the new font 
is completed, it witl be placed at the 
service of that Socie iV. 

‘The Gospel of St. Matthew, in Bul- 
lom, by Mr. Nylander, is now printing 
by the Britishand Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, in paraliel columns, Bullom and 
English. When finished, the edition 
will be forwarded to Sierra Leone, for 
the use of the Bullom Schools: 

The death of Dr. Buchanan occa- 
sioning a difficulty in the completion 
of the Syriac New Testament, an edi- 
tion of which he had undertaken, the 
Committee . gladly assented to Mr. 
Lee’s taking charge of the work on ue- 
half of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

Liturgy. 

Mr. Corrie presented to the Com- 
mittee some copies of the Liturgy, iu 
Hindoostanee, begun by Mr. Martyn, 
and completed by himself, of which 
an edition of 500 copies had been 
printed in India. The Occasional 
Services, in particular, had excited 
much attention among the natives. 
The exact order ofthe Liturgy had 
been followed, though it was at first 
found to be intricate to the Natives ; 
but it was adopted, as it was thought 
expedient to prevent prejudice, from 
any unfriendly representations that 
night have been made, as though the 
work differed from the authorised Lit- 
urgy 

Translations of the Morning and 
Evening Prayer into Bullom have been 


received from Mr. Nylander 
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The Praycr-Book and Homily So- 
ciety is lending its aid in privting the 
Hindoostanee a 1! Bullom versions of 
the Liturgy. By the combined ope- 
ratina of the two Societies, the Com- 
mittee hope, in due time, to assist 
miihons in the use of our Scriptural 
Form of Worship. 

Tracis. 

The Society 1s under great obliga- 

tion, with respect to Tracts, to the 

Clergyman mentioned in the last Re- 
port. To those which he had before 
prepared, he bas added a very eff- 
cient pamphlet, entitled, The Spirit 
of Biriush Missions.” It was prepar- 
ed by the Author, with a view to its 
being translated into German, Dutch, 
and french, and eirculted on the 
Continent; in order to awaken, a- 
mone Foreign n Protestants, a sacred 
emulation in the diffusion of Chris- 
tianity. ‘Lhe Committee advised its 
prodlication in this country, previously 
to iis being sent abroad for translation, 
as if conveys important informatio 
on the subject of Missions, ina manner 
well adapted to excite attention. It 
is particularly recommended for dis- 
tribution, to those Friends of Missions, 
who wish to conciliate to this great 
ease the regard of opulent or benev- 

olent pe rsois, who may not have hith- 
erio felt interested therein. The pro- 
fits of the English Edition have been 
devoted by tue author to the benefit 
of the Ship Fund. thorder to its being 
trauslated and circulated on the Con- 
tinent, the Committee authorised Dr. 
Memkopfi, in a late jeurrey which 
ne has taken to promote the objects 
of the British and Foreicn Bible Soci- 

ely, to nlace 50/. at the disposal ofa 
Cominitiee of his friends who night 
be willing to supevititeud the transia- 
tion and distribateen. 

The same clere 


the Society wit 


‘vinnn has favoured 


Traet. 
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ran elaborate 
baithtul Historic 
calenlated to convey to the Mahome- 
dan ard the Heathen a 
comp wehensive view ofall the creat 
po ints in the wer pe of religion and of 
their 
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concise but 
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own errors, by cotahinkes the know- 
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ledge of genuine History with that of 
the true religion. 

The Tract entitled “ The way of 
Truth and Life,” mentioned in the 
last Report, will be stereotyped, both 
in Arabic and Persian, with all con- 
venient speed. 

Tie Compendium of Christianity, 
and Pococke’s Grotius, bothin Arabic, 
have been put inte circulation by the 
verious Channels which have presen- 
ted the:nselves. 

Students. 

The Committee will now advert to 
the iast subject to which they propos- 
ed sore particularly to call the atten- 
tion of the Mex ting—that of the Stu- 
dents in preparation for future Is- 
bour, 

‘Twelve Englishmen and four Ger- 
mans are under a conrse of instruc- 
tion, with a view to Holy Orders.— 
‘The Rev. Deocar Schmid continues 
his preparations for India; and will 
be joined by his brother, the Rev Ber- 
nard Schmid. 

Many more offers of service have 
been made than your Committee have 
been able, or have thought it expedi- 
eut to accept. Not a few, indeed, 
have been of such a nature, that they 
cannot but earnestly advise al! who 
think of proposing themselves for this 
arduous work, well to count the cost, 
and to view impartially their own sit- 
uation and character: and the Com- 
mitteeare the more urgent on this 
head, as their reasonable expectations 
and hopes have not been without dis- 
appointment, from ecaprice, self-will, 
or worldly-mindedness, after cousid- 
erable expense had been incurred. 

While the Committee thus advert 
to the Studeuts whe are preparing at 
the charge ofthe Society, they can- 
not but congratulate the Meeting on 
the increase of Volunteer Labourers 
in the sime cause. 

During the year, they have receiv- 
ed personal assurances from various 
Clergvmen proceeding to India as 
C" haple ins to the East-India Compna- 
ny, of their hearty approbation of the 
Society’s designs and proce eedings, 
and of their own determination to co 
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operate therein in every way compat- 
ible with the immediate duties of their 
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gilice. 
Qn other Foreign Stations also, 


more immediately under the Crown, 
vour Committee trust that the auth 
per of those clergymen ts gradually 
augmenting, whose learning, influence, 
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ity, piety, and ‘weal, will render them efli- 
bic, cient auxiliaries in meliorating the 
the moral and religious condition of the 
Clls Mahomedan and heathen world. 
The aorrespondence of such clergy- 
men is earnestly requested. Inform- 
to ation respecting the condition of the 
OS- natives around them, with suggestions 
n- for their senefit, will be aiways thank. 
tus fully received; and any judicious 
f- p ans which the ‘cler gymen themselves 
may seton foot for the Spiritual good 
T- of the natives, will be heartily sup- 
C- ; ported by the Society, to the utmost 
_ of its power. 
'S The Committee cannot but add 
i | their unfeigned acknowledgements, in 
- the name of the Soc iety, to His Ma- 
jesty’s Government, both at home and 
? abroad, for the ready and liberal 
, aid rendered, at all times, to its exer- 


tions. 

Before the Committee conclude, 
they will advert to a Regulation of the 
Society which, the happy events of the 
time enable them to act upon, ona 
larger scale than has beev before 
practicable. They allude to re 
xxxivth rule, which enjoins that “< 
friendly intercourse be mlintabined 
with other Protestant Societies engag- 
ed in the same benovolent design 
of propagating the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 

‘The state of war in which this coun- 
try has been so long engaged, has 
nearly precluded the Society from a- 
ny application of this rule beyond the 
limits of the United Kingdom : but the 
return of universal peace opening the 
friendly intercourse which ail true 
Christians in the world will ever de- 
sire to maintain, the Committee have 
availed tliemselves of the opportunity, 
to diffuse information on the subject 
af Missions, and to offer to Foreign 
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774 
Protestants every practicable degree 
of co-operation. 

The friends of Christianity in the 
British colonies are beginning to take 
a most important share in the propa- 
gation of the Faith, by directing and 
assisting in the very scene of action, 
the eftorts of the various Societies. 
Your Committee cannot, inceed, but 
hope that the day is not far distant, 
when there shall not be a foreign Brit- 
ish Possession throughout the world, 
in which some active friends will not 
be occupied in promoting and directing 
the efforts of the Bible and Missiona- 
ry Societies. 

sutother Christian Communions are 
coming ferward to take their chare in 
this work of mercy tomankind. Your 
Committee have thought it their duty 
to distribute Publications on the sub- 


ject of Missions, wherever opportuni- 


ties occurred of awakening Foreign 
Christians to a sense of their impor- 
tance; and they will continue to do 
this, in order to promote, so far as lies 
in their power, that combined. effort 
in the whole Christian Church for the 
hastening of Christ’s Kingdom, which 
will be the means, in all likelihood, 
of its full establishment j in the world. 
Your Committee learn with much 
satis{action, that the Missionary Spir- 
it, which had been depressed on the 
Continent by the peculiar circumstan- 
ces of late years, is reviving, and wide- 
ly diffusing itself! They have cpened 
an intercourse with a Missionary In- 
stitution established at Basle; and they 
will render every aid in their power 
to any other Societies which may 
rise among the Foreign Churches. 
Thereturn of Peace has brought ma- 
ny Colonies again under the power of 
the Continental States; and your 
Committee trust that the Christians 
of those States will unite and exert 
themselves in diffusing, inand around 
the Colonies belonging to their res- 
pective countries, the blessings of the 
Gospel. The Missions of the Danes 
in India have long languished for aid. 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands has 
au extensive field for exertion ia the 
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Eastern Archipelago: and the vast 
countries of Northern Asia are open- 
ing themselves before the other States 
of the Continent. 
‘To their brethren in North Ameri- 
ca the Committee have looked with 
much hope and expectation of co-op- 
eration in Missionary labours; and 
have had a very s: tlishae tory commu- 
nication with several Institutions on 
that Continent. They have also ad- 
dressed Letters, accompanied by va- 
rious publications to several of the 
jleading Members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States, 
niviling their co-operation, and prof- 
fering sich aid as it may bein the 
power of the Society to render. 
The Committee have reason to 
hepe for assistance from America in 
reference to a plan whicl was some 
years since suggested. In the i weifth 
Report, it was proposed to select a few 
of the Christian Africans who were 
known to be in America, and send 
them to the Western Coast, to assist 
in the designs of the Society. "Pht 
ensuing war then prevented the pros- 
ecution of this plan. Itis now, how- 
ever, revived in another quarter,.— 
The Committee have received an ap- 
plication, through his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Kent, froin a “ Society 
of People of C ‘olour,”” formed at Hali- 
tnx, in Nova Scotia, “ for the difiusion 
oi religious and moral instruction a- 
mong their brethren of the African 
Race.” ‘The Society conceiving that 
the views of the Church Missionary 
Seeiety relative to the itiroduction 
of Christianity anrong their Brethren 
orresponded with their own, has ad- 
dressed your Committee, expressing 
ns hope, that, irovgh Divine Merey, 
after many of the muncipated Slaves 
shall have been 
ho enabled te 


| 4 
mistructed, thes 
retarn to Afric 
ine 


ihtav 
4 and 
assist in the labours of Muission- 
ates. 

Inconciusion, your Conmitice can- 
but remark, that they feel, as 
(Christians, that “vantage ground on 
whic hihey stand. Many, whoare not 

ecustomed to discern and acknow- 


ledge the Unerring Hand, have been 


not 
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compelled, by the events of the latte, 
years, to yield a reluctant assent tg 
the Divine Government of the world, 

Sut the Christian glories in this be. 
lief. He sees Almighty Power com. 
pelling even the wicked to subserve 
the purposes of Infinite Mercy; and 
he is weli assured that all things are 
proceeding, by the methods of Un. 

searchable Wisdom to accomplish thie 
designs of Infinite Love. 

W hoever, therefore, is wrong, the 
Christian is vight ; whoever in indan- 
ger, the C hristian j is secure: whoever 
shail ultimately fail, the Christian 
shall succeed. 

But the greatness of the object which, 
as Christians, we have in view, may 
well put to shame OUF indifference ; 
and the certainty of obtaining it: may 
well put to flight our fears. Our fa- 
thers knew not what we know: they 
could not, therefore feel as we ought 
to feel. If viewed in connection With 
the times that are gone, our exei tions 
may appear great; but if viewed in 
connection with the now known guilt 
and misertes of the world, they are 
still but mean. 

Awake, then, ye servants of God} 
awake! He calls on you to give Him 
no rest till He make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth. We have all failed. No 
Christian has felt for his Lord’s. glory 
as lie oughtto feel. No Christian has 
felt as he ought for the guilt and the 
misery of the werld. 

What if we all seem to have exerted 
ourselves as vet to littheend! There 
is a night of toil appointed to the 
Church and to her laborious servants : 
and we may toilalt thiough this night, 
and may take nothing: but, in the 
morning the Master will stand by our 
side, and, when the time of his mercy 
comes, a cast of the net shall inclose 
sech a multitude, that we shall ery 


eioud to our Companious to share in. 


the sport. 

That the hour of this mercy is ap- 
proaching, no thinking and serious 
mind can doubt. And we will strive 


to hasten that hour! May the assem- 
blies of this day, and of this animating 
season, awaken in every heart great- 
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er love for immortal souls—more fer- 
vent prayer—a greatexs measure of 
patience and of charity—and more 
determined and unwearted zeal in 
promoting the knowledge of Christ 
throughout the world. His shall be 
the kingdem ; and ail things are moy- 
ing, With a steady pace, to that grand 
cousummation. May it please God, 
toemploy usin advancing that day ; 


and to accept us and our services in, 


Him who has redeemed us to God by 
His own blood, out ofall kindreds, and 
nations, and tongues, and people! 





INFANTICIDE. 


Account of the Abolition of Female In- 
janricide in Guzerat, with Consider- 
aiions on the Questions of promoting 
the Gospel in India; by the Rev. John 
Cormack, A. M. Minister of Stow, 
England. 


The Editor in his preface, informs 
us, that Col. Walker’s Report to the 
Bombay Government forms the basis 
of this narrative, and that by friendly 
intercourse with that gentleman, since 
his return to Scotland he has obtain- 
eda full comprebension of the sub- 
ject. 

It appears that Col. Walker went 
in the year 1801, as political resident 
to Guzerat, where he found the horrid 
practice of murdering the female chil- 
dren was common. He made dili- 
gent inquiry into the fact, and found 
that ‘when the wives of the Jarejai 
Rajaputes are delivered of daugliters, 
the women who happen to be with the 
mother, repair to the oldest man in 
the house, who then bids them go to 
the father, and do as he directs. On 
this, the women go to the father who 
desires them fo do as is customary, 
and so to iniorm the mother. The 
women then repair to the mother, and 
tell her to act in conformity to their 
usage. The mother next puts opium 
on the nipple of her breast, which the 
child inhales with the milk, aud dies.’ 
Other methods, however, of destroying 
infants are practiced. In some cases 
ihe opiuia is put into the mouth of the 
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child. But the Colonel had reason to 
doubt, whether infanticide was com- 
mitted literally in these ways; but 
the notion of the child imbibing poison 
with the milk might easily give rise to 
such a report, especially as itis cus- 
tomary to the fathers to say, ‘with 
brutal equivocation,’* Dhood pelauna,’ 
thatis, * Let her drink milk” When 
the child is dead, it is carried out in 
a basket, and unceremoniously com- 
mitted to the dust. 

The Jarejaiis, however, though they 
generally destroy their female infants, 
obtain wives, without difficulty, from 
the neighbouring tribes, among whom 
infanticide is not practiced. 

The Colonel having obtained accu- 
rate infermation concerning the facts, 
entered into a correspondence with 
the chiefs, reasoning with them on the 
guilt of this horrid practice. ‘They 
cravely defended it, especially on the 
score of antiquity, pretending that it 
had been perpetuated for 5,000 years. 
At length, however, hey gave wav, 
and signed an engagement, a copy 
of which appears in the Appendix, to 
relinquish the practice for ever. 

Much laudable care was taken hy 
Mr. Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, 
to render this engagement eflectua! 
aud itis hoped, that the abolution not 
only there, butin other parts of India, 
will become general. ‘Lhe good ef- 
fects of this humane intericrence 
were evident in humanizing the char- 
acter of the Jarejahs. Much grati- 
tude was excited towards Colonel 
Walker. Female intants, had 
been preserved by his philanthropic 
exertions, were presented to lim at 
his court by their parents, whe glori- 
ed in their preservation, and doated 
on them with fondness; and the fe- 
male children of some families were 
taught, as the first articulate sounds, 
to say, Baker Saheb umneh Jeewaria 
—thatis, Covonns, WALKER SAVED ME. 

More than 200 of the ‘atter pages of 
this volume are occupied on ° rhe 
question of promoting Christiauity in 
India, illustrated from the facts of We 
‘receding narative, and others +. at 
ee upon it?’ im which the authog 


who 
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successfully combats the arguments 
of those who have been hostile to mis- 
sions in India, and warmly recon- 
qends the continued exertions of Mis- 
sionary Societies, ull they are crowned 
with complete success. 

‘This volume cannot fail to be grat- 
ifving ina high degree to every phi- 
lanthropist ; and affords us reason to 
hope, that by the prudent employment 
of British influence, and the exertions 
of British Missionaries, 2 a period may, 
at no distant period, be put to the a- 
bominable cruelties and destructive 
superstitions of the Hindoos, 


INFANTICIDE IN CHINA, 


Extract of a letter from China, April 
10, 1816, 

The Pekin Gazette of Dec. 1815, 
contains the following Edict, publish- 
ed by order of his Imperial Majesty. 
It shews the prevaleiuce of female in- 
fanticide in one part of China, 
crime which exists less or more in ev- 
ery part. In the province of Fokeen 
also itis said to be prevalent. 

‘Woo-sin-king, of the Province of 
Ganhivuy, (In European maps Kiang- 
nan) has appeared before the Court 
of the Too-cha-yuen, to prefer a re- 
quest, that the wicked custom of sel- 
jing wives, and drowning female in- 
fants, be puta stop to, agreeably to 
Jaw. The following is his Majesty’s 
reply :-— 

‘The existence of male and female 
is essential to the continuance of the 
liuman species: husband and wife 
form one of the five relationships, in 
which human beings stand to each 
other. Unless it be for one of the 
seven crimes specified by moral wri- 
ters, divorce is not allowable. Ifitbe 
the case, as the person abovemention- 
ed slates, that it is a common prac- 
tice amongst poor families to drown 
their female infants; and that hus 
band and wife, for every trifle sepa- 


rate: these are indeed wicked cus- 
toms. Let the said Woo-sin-king be 


delivered over to the Viceroy Pe-ling 
to examine into the case; and in 
the mean time Ict prohibitary and 
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admonitory edicts be published, that 
this bad custom may be done avay 
with, and the people return to pro; Mis 
ety. Ifany similar practice pre Vails 
in Pekin, let it be prohibited there al. 
so. Respect this " 

It is the practice of poor persons, 
even in the province of Canton, when 
they have already two or three daugh- 
ters, to destroy any others that may 
be born to them. They drown the 
infant cither in the house, or in an ad- 
joining river, without being at pains 
to conceal it ; as the Magistrates do 
not inquire into it, nor do the neig)- 
bours make any remarks. It is con- 
sidered a family affair, with which 
indifferent persons are not jusiified in 
interfering, ‘To this general feelin: 
there are exceptions, as the abov¢ 
paper demonstrates. There is also 
a kind of foundling hospital, called 
‘ Yo_ying-tang,’ supported by govern- 
ment for the reception of infants. ~ 
is offen the case with goverume 
charities, it is probably so ill iitidnded 
to, 1s to prevent parents In distress 
availing themscives of it to any ecx- 
tent. 


ee wy 


The following account of the Dhurn- 
and the Tragga, is copied from the 
Same work. 


“The Dhurna is instituted to exact 
a debt, to enforce an obligation, or to 
obtain justice when it is withheld. 
This is called siting in Dhurna, be- 
cause the person who has recourse to 
it seats himself in the presence of the 
person against whom he wishes to 
make good his claim, or as near him 
ashecan. ‘The Dhurna is more o: 
less rigorous according to cireumstan- 
ces; if the person establishing the 
Dhurna becomes the victim of absti- 
neuce, the guilt of his death ts tratis- 
ferred to him whose refusal has been 
the cause of it. 

‘‘ Analagous to Dhurna is what is 
alled Tragga, but still more cruel in 
its nature. Among the more civili- 
zed tribes, the securities for almost 


every engage ment are by an order of 
men called Lhats, (who are poets, 
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panegyrists, and chronologers.) Up- 
ov the failure of every applicadion for 
redress, they proceed to wound theur- 
selves ; and if this fail to produce the 
desired efivet, they liave recourse to 
the last extremity, and die by their 
own hand. tte death of the suicide 
is laid to the ec! nes of the person who 
caused the soy lnint. 

“Colonel Walker mentions an in- 
stance of this kind at Madlia, where a 
Bhat had become security on the part 
of the Rajah. When the time for 

ayinent arrived, the Rajah retused to 
fulfil his engageinent. Having had 
recourse in vain to every expedient, 
he resolved to put one of his own 
childreuto death. Hespent the wight 
preceding the horrid act in religious 

ceremonies. In the morning he call- 
ed his daughter, a fine girl of eight 
years of age, and desired her to pre- 
pare for being a sacrifice to save her 
father’s character from dishonour. 
Sensible of the necessity under which 
her father was laid, she yielded ler- 
self a voluntary vicum. Atter bath- 
ing and purification, she plaeed her- 
self in an attitude, in which her fa- 
ther’s sword could easily reach her 
neck; and while she was holding aside 
her long hair with both her hands, he, 
with one stroke of his sabre, severed 
the head from the body. 

* Colonel Walker took advantage 
of the recital of this horrid act, to la- 
bour tor the abolition of ihe custom in 
the district where he presided, under 
the Bombay government.” 





RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract of a Lelier from the Rev, Mr. 
Henderson, dated St. Petersburgh, 
December 11—23, 18106. 


My dear Brother, 

Here is ample employment for 
many labourers in the Bible vineyard. 
With amazement you have contem- 

lated the exertions of the Russian 
Bible Society in its dawn ; you have 
watched its progress with a growing 
interest; and regarded the accuimula- 
tion of its energies as one of the most 
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surprising moral phenomena of the 




















































age; but these are meye incipient 
successes. Nothing may yet be satd to 
have been atchieved iu comparison 
with what remains to be accomp)|ish- 
ed. Woathin the short space of four 
years, it is true, the Society heie has 
printed the Scriptures, in whoie or in 
part, in mo less Uhau sixteen different 
languages; yet it has been ascertain 
ed, that the lan 
used in this imuueise enipire, Consti- 
tute nearly an eighth part af those 
spoken on the face of the globe. Now, 
granting liuat some of dialects 
approximaie so uearly to each other 
as to be mutually understood by ditler- 
ent tribes, and that others are current 
amoung a population so scaity as to 
veuder it advisable rather to teach 
them to peruse the book of Revela- 
tions 1 another language, than be at 
the trouhle ard ex speuse of Wansia- 
ting it tuto their vernacular tongue-— 
whata number still remain in which 
the glad tidings of saving mercy have 
never been sounded ! liow geeat Lie 
aggregate of human beings under the 
Russian sceptre, whose min is hisave 
never been illumined with the light of 
the divine glory shining in the tace 
of Jesus C brist ! The time, however, 
the set time, appears to be cowe, 
when the trae light shall shine on Use 
that dwell in the land of the shadow 
of death; and all these shall gather 
themselves together and flow as one 
Stream into the church of the living 
God, to learn his ways, and walk in 
his paths, showing forth the praises of 
Jliin who called them oat of darkness 
nto His marvellous light. With youl 
had rejoiced to hear, {ion Gime to time, 
of the spirit which animated, and the 
prosperity which attended the exer- 
tions of the Russian Bible Committee 
but now that | have seen with my 
eyes what is going on here, and the 
manner in which the business is con- 
ducted, I must acknowledge “© (he 
half hath not been told ine.” liere 
are men who view the Bible cause, | 
was going to say, in all the magoitede 
of its inporlance, but that iS tips 
bles itts unattainable by the unelite 
est anind, either of mau ov angel ; but 
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they consider it as one of the most 
momentous sabjects that can possibly 
claim their attention ; and they act 
aceordingly. Yet, joyful as it is on 
the one hand, it is grievous on the 
other, to think that with their utmost 
exertions, they caunot keep pace with 
the growing demands which are d: ily 
pouring in upon them from every 
quarter. 

The call for the Sclavenian Scrip- 
tures 1s loud and urgent. When it 

was recently intimated that 500 copies 
were tobe sold, the repository was 
almost stormed ; and the whole num- 
ber went off immediately. Nor a mail 
leaves Petersburg without carrying a- 


long with it some copies of the word . rf 


God : and few return without letters of 
thanks, Fresh orders, or the pleasing ine 
formati m of the establishment of new 
Societies. We wait with the most im- 
patient anxiety for the appearance of 
the brightest gem in the imperial 
crown of Alexander, the translation 
of the glorions gospel into modern 
Russian. ‘Through this medium it 
will be rendered accessible to upwards 
of thirty-four millions of our fellow 
men. ‘The translation is going for- 
ward. Pray thatthe Holy Spirit, un- 
der whose infallible inspiration the 
Sacred Writings were originally com- 
posed, may rest in an abundant meas- 
ure upon ‘the translators, that they 
may be enabled to give to their coun- 
trymen a luminiaus and faithful ex- 
hibition of the revealed will of God. 
The accounts from the Crimea are 
extre mely encouraging. Jews, Ma- 
homedans, and Pagans, seem prepar- 
ed to reccive the gospel. Mr. Pater- 
son, of Karass, has been there this 
summer, and has had many opportu. 
nities of distributing the Turkish Tar- 
tar New-Testaments. Imans, Effendi, 
and Mallahs, have received copies 
with much apparent gratitude and 
Joy ° 
Let us bless the Lord for these to- 
kens for good, and let us persevere in 
prayer and faith, and we shall yet see 
greater things than, these. ‘Surely 
these are glorious days in which we 
are privileged to live; and yet this is 
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only the earnest 
latter day glory. Let me hear from 
you soon, and do not forget to send 
me a budget of news. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 


Among the efforts of Christians at 
this day, those which respect the pro- 
pagation of the Gospel among the 
heathen, hold a pre-eminet place. In 
many parts of Asia and Africa, and 
in some of the islands of the sea, the 
standard of Christ is erected, and the 
work of redeeming love becun. The 
feet of them who bring good tidings of 
good, who publish saivation, are seen 
upon the tops of the mountains, and 
the voice of the trumpet proc! aiming 
* Peace on earth and good will to 
men” is beginning to gladden the 
hearts of many who dwell in the wil- 
derness and solitary place. In the 
enterpyise of mercy thus begu hn, every 
friend to God and man will rejoice to 
bear a part. But while the attention 
of Christians, in this and other parts 
of the world, is excited in behaif of 
those heathen who dwell inthe remote 
parts of the earth, there seeins an ob- 
vious inconsistency in neglecting the 
thousands of Indians, who dwell in 
our own country. However impor- 
tant the acquisition of this country by 
civilized people may be to the world, 
it cannot be denied, that the event it- 
self has been a prolific source of ruin 
and death to the Indians. Instead 
of receiving from our hands the Bible, 
and with u, the blessings of civiliza- 
tion and Christianity, most of them 
have been poisoned with our vices, 
and rendered ten fold more the child- 
ren of the Devil than ever they were 
before. Is it not time this order of 
things was reversed? How much 
longer shall Christians slumber and 
leave this important field to be 
occupied, as it long has been, by the 
emissaries of darkness ? Surety the 


work of doing good to them, if done 
at ail, must be done soon, or they will 
all have fed to the valley of the 
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chadow of death, “We are driven 
back,” said an old warrior, * until we 
ean retreat no further—our hatchets 
are broken—our bows are snapped— 
our fires are nearly extinguisied—a 
ttle longer, and the white men wil! 
cease to persecute us—lor we will 
cease to exist.” 

It cannot fail to gratify the feelings 
of all good men, to learn that the ve- 
rv respectable Society inthis country, 
Tur American Doarp or Cowumisston- 
ers For Forricn Missions, have re- 
solved to undertake the work of intro- 
ducing civilization and the Christian 
religion ameug the aborigives of our 
country, upon an extensive sc: ale, and 
they hope upon ° ficient . ine ‘ipl es. 
Their great obj ect will be to efiect a 
revolution of character and habits in 
the rising generation, by instituting 
schools, and agricultural and mecian- 
ica! establishments, under the direc- 
tion of pious teachers aud Christian 
missionaries. 

The foundation has already been 
laid for such a system of exertions in 
the Cherokee tribe of Indians, situated 
in the south west part of the United 
States, and containing twelve thou- 
sand souls. The Rev. Cyrus Kings- 
bury has been sent out to make en- 
quiries and preparations for the un- 
dertaking, and to superintend all its 
concerns. Two approved and pious 
young men from the state of New- 
York, with their wives, have been as- 
sociated with him as teachers. 

The government of the United 
States, to whom the object has been 
submitted, has given a gratifying and 
very encouraging assurance of its 
patronage. 
the urdertaking. however, the execu- 
tive did not think it expedient to fur- 

nish so extensive aid as would be jus- 
tified when, by actual experiment, the 
plan shéuld have proved to be prac- 
ticable. 

To make the establishment com- 
plete, it was necessary, in addition to 
the aid to be derived from the gov- 
ernment, to advance a very consider- 
able sum of money, which it was not 
in the pewer of the American Board 


Atthe commencement of 
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to advance, consistent with other pre- 
vious and urgent demands. ‘To save 
the mission from embarrassment, and 
also to excite a more general interest 
to the subject, the Prudential Com- 
mittee of the Board thought prop- 
er 10 appoint an agent to this par- 
ticular service; and accordingly ad- 
cressed a letter of Commission to Mr. 
Elias Corneiius, about the 
December last. This agent entered 


upon the service about the middle of 


January following, and commenced 
his solicitations in New-Bedtord in 
Massachusetts; after which, several 
towns were visited in Rhode-lIsland 
and Connecticut, with the following 
SUCCESS? 
New-Bedford, ($60 of which 

were given by the Friends, ) s104 5§ 
Newport, ~ 80 20 


Bristol, lol 17 
Providence, 219 93 

Norwich, ist Society, 32 
Chelsea, 36 30 
New-London, $3 12 
Middletown, $2 .4 
Wethersfield, Ist Society 33 63 
Stepney, 19 9 


Hartford, raised by 
subscription, viz: 
From Gentlemen, 158 

From Ladies,collect- 
ed by Misses N, 
Perkins, H. and 
M. Whiting, H. 
Chester, E. Mor- 
gan, C. Wells, and 
by the agent, 36 94 295 29 
In addition to this Jewelry was 
given, estimated at SO OU 
Farmington, 40 19 
Torrington, subscribed, é 
From various persons in dif- 
ferent places 5 33 


ye 


Total, 1131 2i 

The interest excited in those places 
where the subject has been propose dy 
has been very great. ‘The plan itse if, 
the means of accomplishing it. and 
the prospect of final success, have 
been such as to mete nearly all 
who have beard. to actio 
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In YWartford, a donation was re- 
ceived from the children of a school, 
enclosed in a Jetier, with the following 
beautiful lines, from the pen of a La- 
dy in that place, who has frequently 


eraced our pages, and whose Muse is_ 


beginning to be well known in this 


country. The lines are the address of 


the children of the scliool. 


We, numbered with Instruction’s train 
Who vrate(ul all her precepts mark, 
Remember those whose minds remain 
Uncultured, desolate, and dark. 
We, who are taught with active hands, 
ibe arts of industry to know, 
Vily those weak degraded bands 
Of rant, and indolence aud woe. 
We, who amid the joys of howe, 
With dearest, kindest fri nds repose, 
Sich for the wandering tribes thal roam 
Dejecied to life’s dreary close. 
We, who may read the Holy Word, 
Enjoy che Sabbath’s peaceful rest, 
Trust in the merits of our Lord, 
And be through his atonement blest, 
Yament for those whose blinded eyes 
In more than midnight darkness grope, 
Pay the dark idol sacriliee, 
Yet find nor comforter, nor hope. 
‘Lhese are our brethrea: and our prayers 
Wich your divine exertions blend, 
That God would prosper all your cares, 
Aud show to them the sinner’s Frieud. 


On Sabbaih evening last the Agent 
of the Board delivered a sermon on 
the subject in the Rev. Mr. Nerwin’s 
moeting Louse, toa large and very at- 
tentive audience During the prese nt 
week, subscriptions have beeu obtain- 
ed to the fellowing amount: 


From the Gentlemen in the 


town and vicinity, S150 32 
Fram Members ot the Facul- 
ty of Yale College, 23 


From the Ladies in tewn and 
vicinity, collected by Mis- 
ses Wealthy Ann Daggett, 
Mary Daggett, Nancy 
Hotchkiss, Susan Whittle- 
sey, Jennett Atwater, Fran- 
ces Lines, Eliza Church, 
and the Agent, 1 


we 


1 6 





S504 35 
The whole sum now raised for this 
iteresting object, 1s fourteen hun- 


dred and thirty-five dollars and fifty- 
nine cents. From an es.imate, made 
by Mr. Kingsbury, and approved bay 
the Prudeutia! Committee, it appears 
that about two thousand dellars more 
will be necessary to complete the es- 
tablishment in the Cherokee nation 
for the present. As soon as this es- 
tablisiiment is made and fairly in op- 
eration, they intend making others 1 
other ‘ibes, as meaus for the purpose 
shall be afiorded. Many persons of 
approved piety and talents, are offer- 
ing themseives for the service, parti- 
cularly as missionary schoolmastiers ; 
and nothing but a want of pecumary 
kesources, how prevents the Cominit- 
tee of the Board from making two 
new missionary estabtishments among 
the Lndians of this country. To the 
Christian public the appeal is now 
made: Shail these means be withheld ° 
Let those to whom God has given this 
world’s good, remember how great and 
sviemn is that responsibility which 
srests upon them. Without the means 
the work cannot be executed. To you 
God has entrusted those means. kor 
you, under God, ut is thevefore to de- 
cide whether the o object shall be ac- 
complished or not. 
May we not hope, that wherever 
the Agent of the Board, or other A- 
gents, ‘cinploy ed for the same purpose, 


shall present this subject, the hands of 


all will © Je opened wide” to suppert 
itr 

Jt is understood Mr. C. has receiv- 
ed directions from the Prudential 
Committee to proceed to solicit for the 
same object, in several places south ef 
New-England. 


DUTIES OF MINISTERS AND PEOPLE. 


Extract of a Sermon hy the Rev. Heman 
Bumph ey, Celiverel at New-Haven 
in June last, Lefure the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut. 


Continued from p. 767. 


If ministers are bound to give them- 
selves wholly to their wor k. then the 
people are bound to support them. 
This is a truth which must commend 
itsclf to every hgnest man’s cop- 
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science. It is feuunded upon the plaiu- 
est prince) iples of equity and commen 
sense. ‘Phe duties of ministers and 
people are correlative. Ifthe former 
are bound to preach, the latter ave 


bound to hear: and so in this case, if 


the former must renouuc2? every other 
euiployment for the ministry, then 


ihe latter, who receive the benefit of 


their labours, must maintain them. 
This is a proposition which carries 


demonstration upon the very face of 


it. dt strikes the mind with its iull 
force, the inoment it is suggested. 
Besides ; not to support the labori- 
ous and farthtul servauts et Cliist, 
where it can be done, is palpab!y wi- 


just : ; fer the labourer is worthy of 


‘his hive.” It is ungrateful, it is crive/. 
It is denying a labourer his caily 
bread. Itisexpecting and requiriag 
the most important services, without 
an equivalent, it is demauding the 
* full tale of bricks, without giving 
straw.’ 

W il it be said, that Paul was not 
maintained by those to whom le 
preached; that he laboured with his 
hands for a subsistence r I adimit the 
fact, but what does it prove ? Certain- 
Jy not the point for which it is addu- 
ced. Does not Paul strongly assert 
his right to live of the Gospel, and se- 
verely blame those who withheld from 
him a support? And if Paul were 
now your minister, labouring night 
and day to promote your spiritual 
good and that of your children, would 
you compel him over and above all 
this, to make tents for his bread? I 
am sure you would net. 

Moreover, Paul was a missionary 5 
he preached the Gospel where Christ 
had not been named, and it may be 
proper for a Missionary to labour 
with his hands for a support, when it 
is not the duty of one, who is station- 
ed among a people, professing to val- 
ue the Gospel, and to be governed by 
its precepts, 

Nor is this all. The great Apostle 
to the Gentiles was divinely inspired. 
What we must gain slowly by reading 
and study, was super naturally j impart- 


ed to hin by the Holy Ghost, Kt iy 
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obvious, therefore, that in order to 
make full proof of our ministry, we 
need much time for preparation, 
which lhe and the other apostles did 
not. 

‘To praceed. Who that hes a par- 
ticle of honesty, or a spark of hamanu- 
ity, would withbold from a cay in- 
bourer his hive, and compel, him to 
employ the midnight hour i some 
other field, to save his family trom 
the sutte rings Of hunger and waked- 
ness? W ho that has a laborious ser- 
vautin his house, would deny bin a 
comfortable maintenanc® an Ube most 
vigorous and active period of tife, or 
cast bim off when he is eid and grev 
headed, and cun work no longer ? 
What then must we think, wheu we 

ea daithfal niinister giveu ever to 
poverty by his people; compelled by 
their parsimony to muke exerions 
which nature canuot sustain; sinwinug 
prematurely into the grave, or drag- 
ging out a comltorless lorsaken old 
age, While those who have enjoyed 
the benefit of his daily and ajgghtiy 
toils are living in ease and alildeinec? 
I forbear to apply to such ingratitude, 
to such cruelty, the epithets which it 
deserves. 

Again, what saith the Scripture on 
this subject r “ As ye go, preach sav- 
ing, the kingdom =e heaven isat hand. 
Prov ide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass in your purses ; nor scrip for 
your journey, neither two: coats, vei- 
ther staves ; for the workman is wor- 
thy of his meat. Who goeth a war- 
fare any time at his own charges! 
Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth 
not the fruit thereof? Or who leeceth 
a flock, and eateth not of the milk ef 
the flock ? If we have sewn unto you 
spiritual things, is it a great thing if 
we shall reap your carnal things ? ‘Do 
ve not know that they which minis- 
ier about holy things, hve of the things 
of the te imple ? and they which wait 
at the altar, ave partakers of the al- 
tar ? Even so hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the Gospel shall 
live of the Ciuspel. 

Now, if words mean any thing, are 
not these passages entyely conclusive? 
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How then can tbose, who withhold 
from ministers the means of a com- 
fortable support, expect that Ged will 
prosper them, either in spiritual, or 
temporal things? If preaching has 
no visible effect, if “ iniquity abounds 
and the love of many waxes cold,” let 
them seriously inquire, whether these 
are not strong indications of God’s dis- 
pleasure against them, for refusing to 
take care of his servants. What, let 
me ask, do people ever gain by star- 
ving their ministers, or by driving them 
from their studies, into the field, or 
the school-house for a support ? Do 
they save property ? are they richer 
at theend of the year, than they would 
have been, had they obey ed the com- 
mand of God, ane! maintained their 
religious teachers ? Listen to his de- 
claration on this sudject. “ He that 
soweth sparingly shall reap also spar- 
ing!y, and he that soweth bountitully 
shail reap also bountifully.’ 

Wiatthen do they gain? Or rather, 
what do they not lese >? Much as they 
wrong ministers, they injure them- 
selves infinitely more. ‘They loose 
the favour of God. They cheat their 
own immertal souls. Thev deprive 
their children of much religious in- 
struction, which they night — receive. 
‘They often provoke the great Head of 
the Church, “ to remove their candle- 
stick out of its place,” in consequence 
of which, their posterity are left to the 
dominion of | ignoranceand sin. And 
all this, rather than liberally support 
the Gospel when they have it. O 
what folly, what madness ! 

Will it be insinuated, that to place 
aninisters above want, aud disburden 
their minds of worldly cares, would 
tend to make them indolent ; or that 
they would still pursue their worldly 
avocations as eagerly as ever? This 
might possibly happen in a few soli- 
tary cases. But let the trial be made 
inevery parish. And if it is found 
that any one stands idle in his mas- 
ter’s vineyard ; neglects the care oc 
lis flock; studies his own ease more 


than he regards the duties of his pro- 
fession ; or devotes his time to pur- 
ininistry, for 


suits foreign from his 
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the sake of gain, let him be admonish- 
ed. If he does not reform, let him 
be cast out of the vineyard. Dismiss 
the slothful servant with disgrace, as 
soon as you please; but do not with- 
hold a suppor: from those, whose 
hearts’ desire it is to spend and be 
spent in their sacred profession. 

But it may be said, that many of 
our societies are wholly unable to give 
a full support; that they are wiliing 
to do what they can, and that their 
ministers ought to make up the defi- 
ciency, by their own efforts. Are 
some parishes rea/ly unable 2 Then 
let two of them unite in maintaming 
one minister, so that he may give 
himself wholly to the work. Or rath- 
er, perhaps I ought to have said, if any 
destitute i sa is now unable, let 
iat society imiuediitely settie a min- 
ister ; let them pa to give hima 
liberal support as soon as they posst- 
bly can, and means, there is reason 
to believe, will not long be wanting. 
Let them hear what the Lord sail, in 
ancient times, to his people Israel. 
“ Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole na- 
tion. Bring ye all the tythes into the 
store louse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if { 
will not open you the windows of heav- 
en, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it.” ‘Thousands of societies 
have been made rich throwgh the in- 
strumentality of Chirist’s “ministers, 
and thousands have made themselves 
poor by refusing to receive and sup- 
port them. God has always smiled 
upon those who have highly valued 
the institutions of religion, and has 
steadily frowned upon the despisers 
of them. 

But to return for one mement to 
the plea af inability ; [ venture te ai- 
firm, thatin nine instances out of ten, 
it has no foundation in fact. ‘Too 
ofien it is the plea of mere coveteous- 
ness. ‘loo ofien it comes from the lips 
of men who despise the Gospel ; and 
iu most other cases it is founded ne 
mistaken views of what societies cur 
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do if shey will. That parish must be 
small and poor indeed which cannot 
mainiaina minister. Iam persuaded 
there are not ten, perhaps net five 
such in the state. ‘Twenty substan- 
tial families can do it; and their prop- 
erty sball be worth more, at the eud 
of teu or twenty yearsy than if they 
had not paid a dollar for preaching. 
What then shall we say of the pica 
of inability, when we look at the ac- 


tual resource and expenditures of 


many societies, where it passes cur- 
rent, as a good and substantial plea ? 
Arethey poor ? Nothing like it. ‘They 
have money enough for every o her 
purpose, and why not to maintain a 
minister ¢ “Phey spend more than 
this would require at town meetings, 
celebrations of independence, military 
reviews and the like, and are they 
really so poor, that they cannot sup 
port the Gospel ? They can pay two, 
three, and even frve thousand dollars 
annually for ardent spirits, and are 
they too poor to support the Gospel ? 
They lay out much more for expen- 
sive furniture, gay clothing, and inany 
other things which they could very 
well do without, than (he support of a 
minister would require, and are they 
too poor ? They join house to house, 
and lay field te field, with their year ly 
gains, and ts their poverty such that 
they cannot support the Gospel? But 
why Should I multiply these interro- 

ations ? I only add, that many an 
‘ndividual, who lays up his hundreds, 
if not his thousands annually, very 
gravely and strenuously maintains all 
the while, that the whole parish is not 
able to support a iminister. Now put 
all these things together, and what be- 
eoines of that mighty plea of inabili- 
ty? The grand thing, and the only 
thing which is wanting, in most cases, 
is a willing mind: and does that af- 
ford any excuse ? 

Let people then, who are deficient, 
he stirred up to duty, as well as min- 
isters. Let them consider at whose 
door the sin will lie, if those who la- 
bour night and dav, to bring them 
and their children to God, should be 
ferced to * shake off the dust of their 
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feet against them.” Let them weigh 
well the consequences of degrading 
the ministry by withholding the neces- 
sary support. Let them think of the 
seven churches of Asia, which were 
once exalted to heaven; but which 
have now, for so many centuries lain 
utterly waste. What if that fearful 
denunciation against Israel, by the 
inouth of Amos, should be executed 
upon the people ef this generation, 
and ef this State? ‘ Behold the cays 
come, saith the Lord Ged, that I will 
send a famine in the land, nota fam- 
ine of bread, vor a thst for water, 
but of heaving the words of the Lord. 
And they shall wander from sea to 
sea, and from the North even to the 
East, they shall rum to and fro, to 
seck the word of the Lord and shail 
not find it.” Let these who will not 


support Christ’s ministers think of 


this, and look at their children. Let 
them think of this, and be wise. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extraci ofa leiter to the Fedil or, dated Faasle rey . 


Chenango county, N. Y. April, U61T. 


The Lord is building up the waste 
places of Zion in 2 remarkable man- 
ner. And though tie labourers hold a 
weapon in one hand and work with 
the other, we have reason to believe 
her walls will be completely finish- 
ed, and the inhabitants within will 
dwell safe from all the assaultsof the 
powers of darkness; for the promise 
of God stands sure, ‘6 They that trust 
the Lord shal! be as Mount Zion that 
never can be moved.” 

About four years ago there was a 
church formed in this pl: ice of a few 
members from churches in other parts 
of the country. Before it was formed, 
the place in respect to religion was but 
little better than a howling wilderness. 
Soon after there was a small revival! 
of veligion, and the church was en- 
larged ; still its members were but a 
smal! band in the land of an enemy. 
They continued their religious meet- 
ings on the Sabbath, though they had 
not a preached Gospel | steadily ad- 
Ininistered to them. Satan. with his 
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followers, seeing the stone cut out of 
the mount without hands flourishing 
2 this place, took all possibic mcas- 
nes to bury it in obhivion, before it 
came @ grcst mountain, but 
fruswated. If the Lord be for us, who 
enn be against us? We have reason 
to believe the Lord has smiled en the 
excruons of the church in bis own 
time for the upbuilding of the Re- 
dcemer’s Kingdom. Last August pro- 
iessors of religion were in soine mea- 
sure awakened to see the necessity ot 
civing all diligence to make their ca! 
mg and election sure. They mani- 
fested their zeal and love for the cause 
of Christ, anda hatred to the works of 
Satan, which then seemed to abound. 
Prayer meetings were multiplied aud 
punctually attended; and Christians 
were anxious for the souls of their 
fellow creatures. In Noveinber, the 
writer first visitedl the pinee, having 
been lately licenced for the ministry. 
Church members ereengaged inthe 
eauase of Christ. Numbers were anx- 
iously enquiring what they should do 
io be saved. A few had rece ntly ob- 
tained hopes of their future welfar 
‘Uhe tirst evening after my cant, I 
was requesied to attend a meeting at 
a& private house, where a few had a- 
greed to convene for religous conver- 
sation. On entering tie house | 
found quite a number assembled, and 
numbers more continued to assemble, 
ulti it was thought best to have a re- 
gular coaference. ‘The solennity 
which appeare ‘din every countenance 
was a striking mdication that the 
Lord had e oume need aud was about 
to carry ona powerful reformation on 
the bearts of the people. The Sab- 
bat following, there was a report 
spread abros ul that a certain person 
who had sustained an immoral cha- 
‘acter, hac commenced praying in his 
fauuly. ‘Phis had a powerful effect 
onthe minds ofmany, especially those 
who had neglected thatduty. Confer- 
ences were attended each night of the 
week in some part of the town, and 
were uscally crowded and solemn. 
The hearts of Christians were fre- 
quently gladdened with the news that 
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one here and another there who had 
long been in darkness and enslaved 
wilh siu were rejoicing in the glorious 
heit and liberty of the children of 
Grol. ‘he doctrines which have been 
heilup to view are inan’s total moral 
Cepravity—the duty of immediate re- 
peutance—t rod? Sangerigainstsin, Lis 
sovereignty, te inpossibility of pleas- 
lig hin without faith, &e. Before iis 
revival the church eousisted of 34 mein- 
bers ; 48 (including S which now stan: ay 
propouns ied) have been added sinc 
A wuinber more give evidence of bar. 
lug passed Tron death unto fife, 
who it is he aped wilt soon m: inifest 
their love to Christ by openly pro- 
fessing his name and espousing his 
cause. ‘The creater part of the young 
converts were at first convinced of the 
truth ofthe doctrines of God’s sove- 
reignty, election, foreordmation, &c. 
Oihers had some doubts on these sub- 
jects, but appeared candid and willing 
the Scriptuves should decide; and af- 
gera caretul examination of the Serip- 
tures, have given a full consent to 
these importaut truths. Persons of 
different ages, from 14 to 70, have 
been subiecis ‘of this work; perhaps 
an uprusual ‘ok pepe were heads of 


families. The Lord knows them that 
are his. =. ah 
From the New-York Advertiser. - 


The establishment, and the won- 
derful success of Bible Societies, have 
justly excited the astonishmeng, as 
well as the admiration, of good men, 
inall parts of the cliristian world. 
No person who feels interested in the 
most important concerns of mankind, 
can fail to be deeply affected with the 
progress which, in the short space of 
twelve vears, lias been made towards 
the general diffusion of the scriptures, 
and the trutlis of Christianity, through- 
out the world. One circumstance, 
however, has attended the efforts of 


tliese Societies which is not only pe- 
culiar, but which iv a striking man- 
ner, shews, that the smiles of Provi- 
dence have been afforded them in 
their benevolent labours for the ben- 
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efit of their fellow-men. We have 
no knowledge, from any facts that 
have been disclosed in the various 
Reports which from time to time have 
been made of their proceedings, that 
sible Societies have thus faus mei wiih 
any opposition from the governments of 
the different countries m which they 
huve distributed the Bible. When it 
is considered that the Bible has been 
trausiated, and printed, in a vast va- 
riety of Janguages, and scattered a- 
mong aqgeat many heathen nations 
that H has been introduced among 
Mahometans, as well as heathen— 
bet has been read by Turks and Tr- 
tars, Persians, Chinese and Hindoos, 
and that Societies are established in 
Asia and Africa, as well as Eurove 
aid America, and yet, that the Socie- 
ties are suflered to proceed silently 
and peacetully in the great work of 
christian charity in which they are 
engaged, without molestation or oppo- 
sition, ar in many instances, with 
the approbation of princes and peten- 
tates, heretofore considered as view- 
ing christianity with the most bitter 
aniniosity, it isa factat once wonder- 
ful, and animating, and which calls 
for redoubled zeal and industry on 
the part of these invaluable Institu- 
tions, 
It is also worthy of notice, that no 
important efiurts are making, at the 





present time, for the propagation of 


any other religion or system of faith. 
The time has been, when the Mahom- 
etan Imposture was promulgated and 
enforced upon nations as well as the 
consciences of men, by fire and swerd. 
That grand Deceiver deluged a large 
portion of the world with blood, for 
the purpose of forcing the inhabitauts 
of it to adopt the faith of the Koran. 
Immense exertions, also, were once 
made, to propagate the Catholic re- 
hgion throuchoet the worid, and the 
propogandists of that chureh travers: 
ed the globe for the porpose ef mak- 
ing converts to its tenets. These ef: 
forts have ceased—and the strength 
of Mahometanism is rapid'y deciin- 
ing, and the Romish powe: has be- 
come greatly circumscribed and inef- 
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ficacious. But christianity—the pure 
faith of the Scriptures—in a tranquil 
and silent manner, without the sword, 
or the Inquisition, is making rapid 
progress throngh the world, ‘and many 
of “the dark places of the earth,’ 
have already become illuminated with 
ils benign and heavenly beams. 
————e 


From the National Intelligencer. 
COLONIZATION OF FREE BLACKS. 


The following extract of a letter 
will show that the minds of the peo- 
ple of colour are awake to the great 
plan now m contemplation, of making 
them a distinct people; that, as fae 
as they understand the subject, they 
are earnestly desirous of such a sepa- 
ration, and that the better informed 
look to Aftiea as a proper place for 
tuci establishment. 

Exiract. 


“ I stated in my last to you, that, in 
Philadelphia, ¢ the people of colour 
were in gréat agitation ou the subject 
of being colonized. Some person at 
W ashington, had sent a printed cir- 
culnr addressed to the ministers of re- 
ligion among the people of colour, 
and to some others who were respec- 
table among them. The circular 
contained an inflammatory address 
on the subject of the proposed colony, 
urging the free blneks to sign petitions 
against the execution of the intended 
plan. <A printed petition was aisv 
sent to them ready for signing. ‘Thev 
had called a meeting of thei people 
atone of their churches in the city, 
at which they reckoned three thou- 
sand te be present. (‘The number isno 
doubtoverrated.) The three congre- 
gations of Episcopalians, Baptists, and 
Methodists, each appointed a conimit- 
tee of three, who with their ministers, 
were toactas circumstances might re- 
quire. Onthe Wednesday evening al 
ter [left vou, EP spent two hours sithe, 
leven of the m, lence ‘avouring to satisly 
them ofthe purity of our designs, and to 
ascertain their own views and wishes 
on the subject. In the end they gave 
an unanimous expression of their per- 
fect conviction, that benevolence te 
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them and to the land of their fathers, 
dictated the present movements, and 
the hand of God Was mperetty moritig 
in this business. There was the SiLitit 
unaminily as to the necessity of v4 
ing separated from the wiites, forii- 
ing an establishment for then 
OF the eleven present, eight vave their 
opinion in iavour of on establishment 
in Africa, as the situation where they 
could have ine fuirest prospects of be- 
coming a great and independent peo- 
ple. lthink this affords a fair op- 
portunity to judge how the people of 
cobour would generaliy decide on the 
subject of colonization, when fairly 
presented for their decision. Espe- 
cially when we consider, that the 
.minds of these people were in a very 
disturbed state when they met this 
evening, their passious consider: abiy 
heated, and their fears alarmed.— 
The more enlightened they were, the 
more decisively they expressed the “me 
selves on the desirableness of becen- 
ing a separate people. Fiom one of 
them, Richard Allen, a clerevman in 
the Methodist church, f was informed 
in the meeting, that the colony at 
Sierra Leone contained six churehes 
—one Episcopalian, one Baptist, three 
Methodist, or independent churches, 
and one Quaker Meeting.” 


selves. 





The Anniversary Meeting of the 
American Bible Seciety will be holden 
agreeably to the Constitution on 
Thursday the Sth inst. in the City of 
New-York. 


7. 


wion in New-York. 


Educa 


The Snperintendant of Common 
Schools reports to the Leyvislature, 
that “ there are within the state, ex- 
clusive of the city and county of New- 
York, at least five thousand common 
schools, which have been organized 
and kept up under the act for their 
establishment; and the number of 
children annually taught in them, ex- 
ceeds two hundred thousand.” ‘The 
sum distributed last year, from the 
common -school -fund, was ahout 
65.000 dollars.—Christ. Herald 
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a Judicial Decision. 
Raleigh (N. C.) April 4.—At the 


late 3 ape ricr Court of Law, of Johns. 
ton Couniv, ove John S. Tarr, was of. 
fered as a witness, and objected to 
upon the ground of defect of relivious 
priniple, Witnesses were called who 
cd eposed diaton divers occasions, iarr 
had deelared that he did not believe 
tuere was cither a heaven or a hell ! 
It was contented on the otherside 
that ‘Parr should be sworn to declare 
whether he believed in a God, and in 
a future state of rewitide ind punish- 
nents. 

The Judge, (C. J. Taylor ») said th at 
on the one hand, it would be incon- 
gruous to pecmit a man to be swern, 
when the very question was, whether 
he was qualified to swear; and on 
the other, that he agreed with those 
who held thata man shall not be com- 
pelled to declare opinions which go te 
disgrace, and degrade him; he could 
not therefore perinit a man to be ex- 
posed to such temptation to suppress 
the trath, 

Tare was rejected as utterly ine 
competent to give evidence, and as a 
person to whose oath the law gives ne 
credit. . 


Notice. 


The editor would again rémind his Pat- 
rons that those who do not give directions 
to have their papers stoppede at the close 
of the first Volume, before the last No. is 
issued, will be considered as wishing for 
te second, and they willbe sent accor- 
dingly. It is needless to say, that he is de- 
sirous that all shonid continue and others 
he added; but ifany should wish to dis- 
continue, unleas they give notice before the 
first No. is sent it will occasion much per- 
plexity and loss, 

Papers will be sent to Middletown, 
Hartiord, New-London, Bridgeport, and 
New-York, free of postage. 

A pencrous price will be given at this of- 
fice for any of ‘he following Numbers of the 
Religious Intelligencer, uninjured—2, 5, 11, 
1, and 13. 
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